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WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?

Advent 
It means coming or arrival.
It’s the season of waiting - with a purpose.

But waiting is hard.
We avoid it, rush through it, complain about it.
Advent invites us to see waiting differently.
Not as wasted time - but as holy ground where
God meets us.

As we wait, we celebrate what God has done.
And we anticipate what He will do 
-in our lives, in our world, and in our church.

This booklet is an interactive guide
through the holy waiting of Advent
for love, joy, hope, peace. Jesus.

Even as we wait for God, God is waiting for us.
As we celebrate. As we anticipate.
As we participate.

What are you waiting for?
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As we celebrate Advent and ask the question,
“What are you waiting for?” I’m struck by both sides
of that question.

On one hand, everyone is waiting for something:
for a dream, a hope, a longing to come true. As a
church, we hope our services, events, and this guide
help you find purpose in the waiting. We pray you
see God move in unexpected ways.

On the other hand, we are all choosing to wait when
we don’t have to. We wait to be more generous, to
forgive, to serve others. We know there is something
we could be doing to fulfill God’s dreams for our
lives and community, and yet we wait for a “perfect”
time to act. As a church, we are praying about how
to partner with God in His dreams now. 

And we can’t do it without you. 

Every year I ask those who love The Crossing to
make a year-end gift above and beyond their normal
giving so that our ministries, staff, and facilities can
be ready to fulfill God’s hope for this community.
Think of it as your boots-on-the-ground gift towards
God-sized dreams for The Crossing - for our next
year of following what Jesus has for us. Please pray
about the amount God could be asking you to give
to help make those dreams possible.

God dreams of a people so committed to loving Him
and loving others that the whole world notices. 

What are we waiting for?

-Andrew
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WHAT ARE YOU
CELEBRATING IN 
YOUR LIFE?

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, REJOICE!
Philippians 4:4
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A thriving, diverse, and deeply welcoming

church family

Over      people said yes to Jesus

and were baptized this year

200

In El Salvador, 2,750 families now have   

clean, safe water

Connect 5 helped over 500 new

people find their place here

Every age group — from kids to

adults — has grown by at least  20%

Lifelines welcomes more than 500 people

each week into healing and support

n Cambodia, New Hope Home is raising

at-risk boys into future leaders

In Costa Mesa, The Crossing is sharing the

life-changing ways of Jesus - every week

WHAT ARE WE
CELEBRATING IN 
OUR CHURCH?
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I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
and in his word I put my hope. 

Psalm 130:5

WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR IN 
YOUR LIFE?



To see all your friends

and family experience the

love of Jesus

To watch the next

generation choose Jesus for

themselves

For every heart that walks

through our doors to be

transformed by Jesus
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To welcome new people with a

campus that’s ready and thriving

For every person in 

El Salvador to have

access to clean water

To become fully debt-free

- so we can say yes to

whatever God asks next

For us to be uncommonly

generous, forgiving, helpful, and

lovingFor each of us to ask, 

‘What am I waiting for?’ …
To pray for what we can’t

control - and act on what we

can

WHAT ARE WE
WAITING FOR IN 
OUR CHURCH?



GOD IS INVITING US TO
PARTICIPATE IN HIS DREAMS

FOR OUR LIVES
and the lives of your friends, your family,

your kids, your people.

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?
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YOUR YEAR END GIFT IS AN
IMPORTANT WAY TO INVEST IN

THIS CHURCH THAT WANTS
NOTHING MORE THAN TO 

HELP YOU LIVE OUT 
YOUR FAITH AND BUILD YOUR

LEGACY OF FRIENDS AND FAMILY
WHO KNOW THE LOVE OF GOD

TOO! 

www.TCYearEnd.com
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ADVENT READING

THECROSSING.COM/ADVENT

1. Read it out loud.
Let the words fill the room.

2. Read it again - three times,
silently.

Pause between each reading.
What word or phrase stands out?

3. Reflect and respond.
Circle. Underline.

Write down what you noticed or
felt. Ask God what He might be

saying to you.

Advent Reading: 
Love, Joy, Hope, Peace

“Waiting on God is not about what you
get at the end of the waiting; waiting on
God is about what you've become while

you’ve waited.”
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ADVENT READING PLAN
1 2 3
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Psalm 
130:5 

Psalm 
27:14 

Galatians 
5:22-23

2 Peter 
3:9 

Lamentations 
3:25 

John 
3:16

John 
1:14 

Romans 
5:8 

Psalm 
36:7 

Deuteronomy 
7:9 

Ephesians 
3:17-18 

 Luke 
1:46-47 

 Philippians 
4:4

 Nehemiah 
8:10 

 Psalm 
16:11 

John 
15:11

Isaiah 
9:2 

Romans 
8:24-25

Romans
15:13

Isaiah
40:31

Isaiah
9:6

John
14:27

Philippians
4:7 

Luke
2:10-12

Luke
2:13-14

THECROSSING.COM/ADVENT
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Thank a volunteer at The Crossing

Leave a generous tip

Compliment a stranger

Buy someone’s drink or meal in line behind you

Venmo someone $10 “just because”

Make a list of people you’re praying for and pray

Go for a walk without your phone

Let someone else go first

Invite someone to The Crossing

Call or text someone to say you’re thinking of them

Hold the door open for someone

Bring a treat to work or school

Write a prayer for someone and send it to them

Unplug from screens for one evening

Repost or share something encouraging online

Thank someone for making your life better

Watch one Christmas movie

Give a Year End gift to The Crossing

CIRCLE THE ACTIVITIES YOU DO THIS MONTH!

WHILE WE WAIT...
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Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart
and wait for the Lord. - Psalm 27:14

Sermon Notes - Advent Begins

Advent is a season of waiting.
We wait for God to provide -

healing, security, love, joy, hope, peace.
But sometimes, God is waiting too.

Waiting for us to participate.
To listen.
To trust.

To take a step.
What are you waiting for?

And…what might God be waiting for in you?

NOVEMBER 30 - ADVENT
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Sermon Notes - Love

Love is what we’re all waiting for.
To be seen. Known. Chosen.

And the miracle of Advent is this:
God didn’t wait for us to get it right - 

He moved toward us first.
With love that stays, love that shows up.

Where do you need to receive love?
And how is God inviting you to share love?

DECEMBER 7 - LOVE

The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior
who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his
love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice

over you with singing. - Zephaniah 3:17
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Sermon Notes - Joy

Joy doesn’t always come easy.
It doesn’t ignore the hard things -

it holds steady in the middle of them.
Advent joy is not surface-level.
It’s the kind that surprises you.

That finds you in ordinary moments.
That grows when you remember God is still at work.

Where have you seen joy breaking through?
And what could help you make space for more of it?

DECEMBER 14 - JOY

The joy of the Lord is your strength. 
Nehemiah 8:10
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Sermon Notes - Hope

Hope looks forward -
but it’s rooted in what we know to be true.

God has been faithful before,
and He will be faithful again.

Advent hope isn’t wishful thinking.
It’s light in the dark.

A steady anchor when everything else shifts.
It reminds us that the story isn’t over.

Where do you need hope to rise again?
And what promise of God are you holding onto?

DECEMBER 21 - HOPE

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
Isaiah 40:31
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Sermon Notes - Peace

Peace isn’t just the absence of noise - 
it’s the presence of God, even in the middle of it.

Advent peace doesn’t always change the situation.
But it steadies the soul.

It settles our racing thoughts.
It reminds us we’re not alone.

Where do you long for peace right now?
And how might God be asking you to bring peace

with you?

DECEMBER 23 & 24 - PEACE

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
John 14:27
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE
CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS?

Have a gift-wrapping party

Open one present Christmas Eve

Make a special Christmas breakfast

Gather pinecones and paint them

Plan a cookie exchange

Make your own advent calendar

Buy one new ornament to represent 
the year

Write out your favorite memories 
from past Christmases
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CHRISTMASTIME AT THE CROSSING

CAROLS & FUN FOR ALL AGES, WITH A SPECIAL GUEST:
BUDDY THE ELF! CHILDCARE FOR BIRTH - PRESCHOOL.

THE CROSSING FAMILY CHRISTMAS SINGALONG DEC 3
6:30PM

BUILD WATER FILTERS FOR FAMILIES IN EL SALVADOR
DURING SERVICES AND ADVENT BEGINS

ATTA SUNDAY NOV 30
8:30A, 10A,
11:30A

A JOYFUL ONE-HOUR EXPERIENCE TO LIFT YOUR
SPIRITS, DESIGNED SO THAT YOU CAN BRING YOUR
WHOLE FAMILY. CHILDCARE FOR BIRTH - PRESCHOOL.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
DEC 23
4P & 6P

DEC 24
2P, 4P & 6P

MOVIE SHORTS AND CHRISTMAS GAMES FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY.

CHRISTMAS MINI MOVIE NIGHT DEC 10
6:30PM

WEEK TWO OF ADVENT - LOVE IS WHAT WE’RE ALL
WAITING FOR, A LOVE THAT SETS US FREE

LOVE SUNDAY DEC 7
8:30A, 10A,
11:30A

WEEK THREE OF ADVENT - JOY IS NOT FLEETING, IT
HOLDS STEADY IN EVERY SEASON

JOY SUNDAY DEC 14
8:30A, 10A,
11:30A

WEEK FOUR OF ADVENT - HOPE IS A STEADY ANCHOR
WHEN ALL ELSE SHIFTS

HOPE SUNDAY DEC 21
8:30A, 10A,
11:30A

PREPARE FOR THE NEW YEAR AND CELEBRATE ALL THAT
GOD HAS DONE

NEW YEAR SERMON DEC 28
8:30A, 10A,
11:30A
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FUN CHRISTMAS QUESTIONS 
WITH A FEW TC STAFF ANSWERS

Chocolate Peppermint Frap -Clarke
Hot Chocolate -Andrew

Champurrado -Quimi

Favorite Christmas DrinkFavorite Christmas Drink

Cinnamon Rolls -Nicole & Alisa
Tamales -Desiree
Left-Overs -Karol

Favorite Christmas BreakfastFavorite Christmas Breakfast

A weight set when I wanted 
a drum set -Clarke

A weight set when I wanted 
an X-Box -James

Best or Funniest Gift ReceivedBest or Funniest Gift Received

Tamales 
-Quimi, Andrew, Desiree, James

Panes con Pavo -Abraham

One Food You Eat Every ChristmasOne Food You Eat Every Christmas

Home Alone -Abraham
Elf -Alisa & Andrew

Must Watch Christmas MovieMust Watch Christmas Movie

Real 
-Angela, Clarke, Abraham

Fake 
-Karol, Nicole, Quimi, Desiree, 

Alisa, James

Real Tree or Fake Tree?Real Tree or Fake Tree?

Original Nintendo -Andrew
Kid-sized Jeep -Nicole

The Toy You Always Wanted As A Kid?The Toy You Always Wanted As A Kid?

As early as my family will let me 
-Quimi

The day after Thanksgiving 
-Angela

When Do You Start Decorating?When Do You Start Decorating?

Family party til midnight when we
could open presents 
-Abraham & Desiree

As a pastor’s kid I’ve always been in
a Christmas play. Played Baby Jesus

at the age of 12. 
-James

Any Funny School or Family 
Christmas Memories?

Any Funny School or Family 
Christmas Memories?



And please be praying that together we can raise
enough with our Year End Gifts to bring God’s

dreams for us, our friends, family, 
and The Crossing to life.

This season is about Jesus,
gifts, & love. We all need

budgets and plans to make
it happen. Do you want to

know more about The
Crossing’s plans? Do you

love graphs? Do you want
to learn more about where
your Year End gifts go and
how The Crossing stewards

our resources? Go to
www.TCYearEnd.com

WE GIVE BECAUSE WE LOVE!
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Be the reason people experience the life-changing
ways of Jesus. Give a Year End gift today.

www.TCYearEnd.com
to find out more about

the impact your 
Year End gifts will have.

WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

19


